Proportion of low birth weight infants in Visakhapatnam (India) and its relationship with maternal age, parity and infants survival.
The percentage of low birth weight infants (LBWI) weighing less than 2270 g in Visakhapatnam (Andhra Pradesh) is relatively higher (12.8%) than in other parts of India. The frequency of LBWI is high at birth order 1 and 2. Thereafter the curve does not show any consistency although the mean per cent of LBWI is lesser than in birth order 1 and 2. The minimum frequency is at birth order 3. The maternal classes less than or equal to 20-29 years show a gradual decrease in the frequency of LBWI with increasing age. For mothers of greater than or equal to 30-39 years of age a general U-shaped relation is found. The overall distribution of neonatal deaths is bimodal, with a peak at less than 1350 g and at 1810 g.